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As Village Preaching has of late pretty much 
ngaged the attention of Miniſters of different 
jenominations, and been always approved of, 
nd as much as poſſible praiſed, by the author 
f the following Sermon, he apprehended it 
might ſerve to forward that work, were the 
objeAts and views of thoſe who engaged in it 
ully explained, This was his leading motive 

ſor delivering the diſcourſe at firſt, and is that 
Lich induces him now to offer it to the * 


As few of thoſe who heard it delivered are 
aiſed above the rank of Day Labourers, and as 
t is publiſhed principally with a view to cir» 
culate amongſt the lower claſſes, and on that 
account fold at a reduced price, the reader 
of ſuperior rank, into whoſe hands it may acci- 
dentally fall, will not expect to be gratified with 
doquence of language, as he muſt well know 
that would effeQually defeat its object. If juſt - 
nd important ſentiment be delivered in a way 
|... A calculated 


(i) 


3 calculated to inſtru the poor and illiterate, 


author's aim will be accompliſhed ; and if 
divine bleſſing. attend it, to the awakening of 
to a ſerlous attention to their immortal interel 


his prayers will be anſwered. 
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T is a common thing.for. gepple to be very much ſur- 
ized at the pains which, e Mypiſters take to preach 
places around. chem and at the earpeſtneſs and plan- 
«ls which. they diſcover in their addreſſes. And ag the 
rue reaſon of this diligence and earneſtneſs often eſcapes 
ir notice, ſo they are frequently employed in forming 
nge cogjectures reſpetting the end they, have in view. 
metimes they imagine they do it for gain, and at other 
for. applauſe. And the earneſtneſs and plainneſe | 
ith which they ſpeak, to them about their ſouls, is fre-/ 
uently imputed; to the want, of good-will ; and, ace 
ly, proyokes their reſentment., ..,, .. 
od ebe 33 eee eee e. 
However dilagreeable and pain ful this may be, yet, to 
wiſe and faithful Miniſter of the Gage no very 
reat matter of ſuxprize ;. for. when he reads his Bible he 
informed, that almoſt all the faithful, Miniſters of the 
oſpel, yes and almoſt all, the Prophets, met with fimi- * 
ul) * WOO 4 15:3:;4w 1661 * fer! rl: G 
Non 


Among, the moſt emingnt Miniſters ip the 6rd. age 
f Chriſtianity, the Apoſtle Paul holds, a Be 
ank, and, accordingly, he met with great. vppoſition; fre- 

uently, jndeed, from the Heathen z but, more eſpegjally 
om his gn countrymen, the leni M von, who, have 
ad ee r in the, New Teſtament, well 
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| But as he was conſcious/that kin viewpnin what 
were directly the reverſe of what many imagined, ſo he 
often takes occaſion expreſaly to ata them. He does ſo 
in the words of my text, He had been urider the neceſſity 
of aſſerting, in his writings, as well as in his preaching, 
and particularly in. this Epiſtle, many things which he 
knew the Jews would greatly diſlike : ſuch as theſe; — 
That they as well as the Gentiles, were all under fin': — 
| That they, as well av the Gentiles, muſt, he juſtified and 
faved bythe grace af God, and the merits af Jeſus Chriſt, 
and not by their own works : That, notwithſtanding 
their great opportunities of information, they almoſt il 
laboured/urider à moſt fatal miſtake as to this matter ; and 
that it appeared, even from their own Scxipturs; that 
God had in awful diſpleaſure, tho” in ſtriqt juſtice,” and 
infinite wiſdom, ſeen fit to leave the mainhedy of then 

im that tee rand to ell tlie greateſt Hof his peo 
ple from among ſb the Gentiles, u people whom, they del- 
piſed, and who they thought vrould- have: nor ſhare at il 
in the privileges:of-the Mefliah's.kingdam.: Well know- 
ing their prejudizes; and from thenge: Gonalyding tha 
they might have ſome plauible peng for infinyatio 
that re diſliked and hated them, rand-of ;eauile; took 2 
plealute iicfayinig!tbele hard things vf them, hui takes = 
opport unicy f exprefily- dechring h goutmary ar and 
aſſaring-them/ that: wbatever they might-think of hin, 
The had the moſt tender affeftion for them, and the 
Krengeſt pennt c bseern for their welster Ann but all 
he did, and all*Weiſhid; es far ast Hdnççqad ho tem, even 
when he might appear to reflet upon them the mol: 
fevendy) wil ef / v pm it.; dh dend be had 
Sen the une iingeR-dfilrances)if:this Sufore, parti 
cularly in the beginning of dt clapterge he uſes 


expreſſions -= this ſubje& t forcible to be cafily ex- 
plained ; 
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phined ; Ee a 
ny heart's deſire and prayer to God. for Iſracl is, that they 
nicht be gaved. This was the great, abje& he wiſhed to 


ity Wi (ee ccompliſhed. The bed eG 
ng, bert. This he made the conſtant matter of his 
be well knowing, that if it be accompluſhed at all, Lk. 


be God who effected it. He had this concern for men in_ 
icneral, but more eſpecially for ſerach, i. e. the Jewiſh | 
tion ; and that becauſe they were his brethren, his _ 
kinſmen, according to the len; and had been peculiarly 
indulged with religious privileges ; having had the Word, , 
ind worſhip 6f. God confined to them for ages, before: - 
the coming of "Chtiſt ; and had his perſonal. * 
eee eee ' 

| an . Ng. W's 

. 4 — that,every Alinte, 

ter chould, and every god Miniſter does, make that his., 
object whieh Faul made his; and uſe ſuch means for ity. 
ccompliſhment-as he uſed, and feel that anaiety for their 
ſucceſs which be, felt. Salvation is of as mug. importance 
now as it was then y and ſhould, of courſe, call forth the 
me defirgs and prayers in Miniſters, on the behalf af 
thoſe that hear them, or who may bear them if they would, 
u it did in Paul, And as the confideration of this ſub». 
jt may anſwer ſoma yajucdlo eee ee 
wie this opportunity: e . nenn. K 
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I, Toſhew you that th defend prope {dine 
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Ul. To menten loge things which way etuble len 


to contlude, chat their wiſhes" and rere are 
in any eee ant 
eee e e, eee er cee 
1. . e hw De ak NAA et 1K prope 
of every Miniſter of the Goſpel ſhould be, that men in 
general, and more eſpecially thoſe ,whs either we or do 
\ hear the Golpel, mhaght be laveld. * cog 


» if 7144 59804 | 


10 explain What Sdlvethn 3s ds intended, or to 
— that it is the buſineſs of Preachers to be corivet; 
- {ant about it, would be little better than a vate bf iti, i 
they are matters ſufficiently obvious, —What, therefore, 
1 aim at, under this head, is to ſhew, That the Salvation 
of men, eſpecially thoſe who are ſurrounded by Goſpe 
privileges, is of ſuch great: importance7s to dethandfuch 
earneſt nels, and to compel”: every one that deſerves th 
name of a Miniſter of the Goſpel to fay, With Paul, My 
heart's deſire und prayer: to God for 8 
neighbours, for my Hearers, is, that they migbt be 
Gved! And oh. that I may be indulged with a portion df 


rhat Spirit with Which Paul was ead5wed, and bg publel 


ſo to ſpeak as to inflame y 6wn heir! With the dehie of 
„icht ani Tpeaking,” and to ſtir you al üp⸗ whilF 
you Rest "bf the propriety and neceſſity of ſeek iug the 
Salvation df others, effectually to fall in love with your 


own! _ ; : 8 ; 
ILY e $246 Das it i 1617 voy HN I: 


mo here da 11 7575 Ft take it for granted, 
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1 3 1 5 theſe are wanting, the mo powerful 


_ arguments will not prevail; but where they predominats 
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And 2 can deſcribe ? Who can fully conceive of 
it? Eye hath not ſeen, nor car heard, neither hath it en- 
tered into the heart of man to conceive of, the things 
that God hath prepared for his faved ones, All their fins 
| are forgiven them ; the great God of Heaven and Earth 
r 10 BY iccepts them, loves them, rejoices over them to do them 
ver. good, preſerves them in all their dangers, comforts them 
©, OI i an their diſtreſſes, aſſiſts them in all the duties of life, 
wy ſupports them in the agonies of death, and malt them 
happy with his preſence and favour” for eber All the 
ed bicedneſs which the eternal love of God can ſuggeſt; 
which the medistion of Chriſt can procure, which the 
promiſes of the Goſpel can ſet forth, which the'glorified 
Soul can enjoy, and Which the fulneſs of ſchovah can 
impart—All ? All isincluded in Salvation ! n 

4 t. 

Of this bleſſedneſs every ſoul, howevet funk in fin 
ind ignorance, however” poor and deſpiſed, however 
oppreſſed and aflifted, is capable, To the enjoynient of 
this felicity every individual that heats the Goſpbl, ho-. 
e vile by Natlire, and abottdnable by Priftice ; how: 
o ever enſlaved by the Devil, nn * 
Wh wards Hell, ern 


teh Can it then bb imagined) that hr ht 
ale, and haue taſted the delights of this 3 glo- 
** nous Salvation: who are ſatisfied of your capacity | en- 
e, Aid eee eee 


q * 1 
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pate Fw 4 nd tht if ki Ader Wis 
co it, f Hy. dl a e ul be indiffeen 
whether you poſſeſs it or not ? 


Surely tholp Miniftefs,| "Wis tan be Ae to 


E _ conſideration + as "this? give ſtrong prefumptin 
evidence that they have formed vet ery mean ideas of the 
elevation and bliſs * to which Sabel Exalts its happh 
ſubjekts, or elſe have but à ſmall degree of Benevblents 
towards their fellow men,  Ahd thoſe Hearers Who thinł 
a Miniſter takes too much pains, or uſes too much earnelt 
neſs, on this fubje&, mut fler Have thought how. blefſel OF 
. thoſe are who ol SalVatior, WE $2491 119667 Is and 
14211 t3awun bop AID io #5 11: 1 £4 arc); 0 the 
N 2, The. mier) that a walts af thoſe who miſs of [Lal me: 
Gala is another” very weighty conſideratiqn. This it i 
true Is but ſeldom thought of by the generality of people; 
but is What the Scriptures” largely inn bn. AW" who 
have not their fins pardoned, and their fouls renewed and 
ſanRified, are Expoſed” to the Wrath or God,” ind mul 
dwell far ever in the lake that burns with fire and brim- 
fone. As this 1 is a doctrine which melt 3 in general diſre =y 
ard, if not cotitradift, let me lay before you ſomeScrip: Fa 
ture kek 60 e i in confirmation of it. er % x ang!y * 
& with the wicke« every « day.“ = He ſhall rain n upon th 50 
| « wicked, ſnares, hre and brimftone,” and an Horrible an 
« "tempeſt. * The The Wicked is like the troͤbled fea,” which 
« cannot reſt ; there is no peace faith my God t6'th 
66 wicked. 3 The ſinners in Zion are afraid ; fearfulnel 
be hath furprized th the hypocrite. ho anodjft us ſhall 
. dwell with devouring fire? Who amongſt” us ſhall 
« dwell with everlaſting burnings The wicked hal 
80 " be cürned into Hell, and all the tations — 
«6 


1 11. 2Pſal, xi, 6. lulu, 80. #3, 4 Iſai, xxxiib, 


* *#) 9 
God.? He that believeth wot ne ah ating 
but the wrath of God abideth on him.“ „ Theſe are 1 
e of the many general repreſentations of tho woful ſtare 
f thoſe who miſs of Salvation; © But I muſt be-a*hntle - - 
ore particular, and dire&-you to the Seripturs acc“ 
— ſtate in e at the day of<Judginetit} 
ang #49 tb asi NA 


legt ud bus ht ub he 
| Dag . God in life, they cannti but 
e miſerable. If poſſeſſed of riches and worldly eaſe, their 
proſperity proves a curſe to them, as it only gives them, an 
«fled opportunity of being more extenſively wicked. If poor 
.d 2fllited, they are deſtitute of any thing to ſupport 
I beir minds, and driven, in many iaſtances, to deſperate 
041: WM meaſures for, relief. Both che ons and . treaſu: 
* ing r of rat. 4 — 

* tQakedw vo ie doch has ; 

But honalmedfet muſt be their Nate at death! | Forced 
from all they have here enjayed and abuſed, dragged 
before the tribunal of God, like the xich man in the para- 
ble, in Hell they lift up their eyes, being in tarmemtis g- 
ing all the bleſſed afar off, happy in the, full enjoyment of 
e CS ** 
that know no abatement, and cxying in vain drop ar 
water to cool. their tongues, . Aud how much m 
dreadful Rill their condition at; Ihe day of Judgment l 

rnen Jeſus Chriſt will come in. flaming fire, taking ven- 

geance on them that know not God, and obey not the Goſ- Bl 

« pel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : who ſhall then be puniſi- 
« ed with everlaſting deſtruction from the preſan oa of the 
„Lord, and from the glory of his per 11.» He! will ip- 
deed © comeito be tloriſed in his Saints, and to be adwi- 
* 16d i Wy GRE gods lay is idem, 
mne 10 Come 
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6 Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pr. 
© pared for you from the foundation of the world :* 
but will pronounce a very different ſentence upon all the 
wicked: a ſentence which will fill their ſouls with.unutten- 
ble terrox and anguiſh ; a ſentence which they, would n 
ther be daſhed in pieces by rocks and mountains than hear; 
—* Depart, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared for 
the Devil and his angels! And ob! to think of their 
woful ſtate to all eternity] Shut up in the priſon of Hell, 
5 the lake that burns with fire and brimſtone®;”” 4 Where 
«© their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched j"? 
Subjett to the bittereſt repreaches of their on con- 
ſciences; aggravated by the reproaches of thoſe who 
were once their companions in ſin, and whoſe tuin they 
helped to promote ; inſulted by Devils, who once delu- 
ded them, and now take a malignant pleaſure in torment- 
ing them ; and above all, overwhelmed every moment, 
with the wrath of an Almighty God! Terrible Situation! 


Ap abe es in 0, et Ws Ape Inch ll 
fituation to which all mankind are expoſed ; and from 
which nothing but Salvation can deliver them! It fig 
ges nothing how rich, or how learned any of them may fi” 
be ; or whatever religious privileges they might enjoy; 18 
or whatever knowledge in religion they might acquire} c Nef 
- however eaſy and confident they may be; if they mils of i © 
W tis GEFEE Rnd cnn, ER Os: 


Of this all true Miniſters of the Goſpel are ſenſible the 
- Should they not, then, feel the utmoſt concern that wa rer 
N be taved 7 What would you think of that man 
ho ſaw his neighbour's houſe on fire, and knew the & 
mily were aſleep in it, and yet took no pains £0 m 
them and ſave them from the flames ? 9. Ie 


eee, 04 e. Rev b FM en . 


13 n 
3. The Goſpel, BOO OO Ne. | | 
ny are favoured, will not only be-ufcleſs-to them buy: in 
;;ravation of their wy, if they miſs of Salvation ** 
ts 917] 10? dale: rom ad Sie i: .vo; 3 * Þ 
And this is n very weighty conlidexayon, ++ 
Thc Goſpel is indeed * the. glotious Goſpel of ch bleſſed + 
God:“ it diſcovers glorigus things, offers glorioas 
\efſings 3 and, here it is received, produces glorious 
feds, And how painful is the thought, that this, Coſpel 55 
ould be thrown away upon;any, To hear it, cr. to Toy 
jt in one's power to hear it, is a very, diſtiy guiſhing eri 
ſignal effett of the ſovereign goodnelk of G 


houlands. and millions of. our fellow creqtules,are am- 
put it; and how: lamentable | 16 it that this, privilege ould, 
0 aimpropkchz hie favour imparted to in vale, This. 
Goſpel; 15 like't t 6 Wing waters r menkiongd in; the Xleuth... 
chapter of Fans ic, dt, carries 1 life 30, hedling W it 
comes; and. a as), how, painful. to think thay any 1 


miſs of its beneficial effects ! 7 t e966: ite Wann * 
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dreadfũ — 15 bt 5 uit 2 | 5 
* ſayour ae el tg, thoſe who per re wilt 
* be the lavours of death un unto death ;” b it will. Farden 
their hearts ge d 1 will inge) eiß e ap rap Gops, and 


render ihem Amn mort ien chi 11 as, * CO pet 
them to iſurcer wrathyy and All che with the moſt tor- 


menting.refleRions i Ang worlds Wha 
Swiour Ree vi ons 2 5 e 
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© mighty works which have been done in you had ben 
done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented 
long ago, fitting in ſackcloth and aſhes ! For I ſay un- 
eto you, it ſhall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon 
« in the day of Judgment than for you ! And thou Ca- 
1 pernaum, which art exalted to Heaven, ſhall be brought 
% down to Hell: for if the mighty works which have 
* been gone in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would 
 haye remained unto this day! But 1 f) unto you, 8 
* ſhall be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrha in the 
6 ay of Judgment than you f Fr | 


' The, doom of Sodom at the day of Judgment vil 
doubtleſs be ſufficiently dreadful ; bat the doom of Caper: 
naum will, according to our Saviour's declaration, be 

more dreadful; and that principally on this apcount, that 
its inhakitants heard the Goſpel from_ Chriſt and hit 
Apoſtles, and faw the miracles with which it was cos 


krmody apd after all joted it, 


This Gould be ner Arn * 
eee ene more eſpecially, 
that thoſe vo attend the miniſtration of-the Goſpel, ot 
who. live. within reach of it may be ſaved ; otherwiſe 
IT OO RL EG Waun 


4. be 8 which Jeſus Cheilk wil 
rpies fm cho jg re evo, is other eee 
this dene. ARA 
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| Jefus Oh hyth richly deſerved the glaty hal 
receive from the Salvation of men : whatever numbers 
6 May, xi. ng. wy. | Fl 
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recompence, He deſcended from Heaven, lid «fide his 
glory, and dwelt amongſt men, He ſpent a life of the 
noſt painful labours and ſufferings, and died the ſhameful 
ind painful death of the croſs ; enduring at the ame Me 
n agony of ſoul which none can fully deſcribe, And for 
il this abaſement and ſuffering, the effefts of a love that 
pſſcth knowledge, he ſecks his reward in the Salvation of 
inners. And who have felt the cob 
nfluence of his love, as all good Miniſters have dotie, 


cannot help longing for the ſpeedy conferring of the 
reward upon him. They cannot” bear to think of his 


being crucified afreſh, and put to an open ſhame, which 
be is, when ten diſobey and r<jeR his Goſpel; dd i judge 
© themſelves tworthy of everlaſting life 7 put they 
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« dividing the ſpoil with the ſtrong 7 This pledfure 
they experienet When they ſee a' ſinner converted from 


the error of his ways, and nv, nf dit evittſting 


„Salvation.“ Then they ſee fruit ſpring up the ſeeds of 
which weve fown in the dying'agonies' of)their Saviour, 
Then they->ſeexrſoult-formed anexv formed d6:fhaew HW 


Hope of hein Salvation j formed makeoreual thit 
nmumetable happy company who! ſhalb # ftanũ vH the 
Throne, clothed with white robes, and having palms in 
* thei did Ye cavirig/ their: chuwnranchiedder, and 
 withous inverſion. Nimm Worthy is eh Tab 
* that was lain !“ * Oh! how painful to think "what; in- 
feed of this, any ſhould be gnawing their 

pair an lafphetiing'He Got bft, wuty 1, 
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fel the greateſt pleafire and exultatibh at his «ſeeing the 
« vin er Wi hut having a portich with the great, and 


the praiſes)o him to whoſe matchiels tove.they2ans the 
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8 The, peedy spproach of Death. man 
n e of obtaining Sal vation. 
Death comes men hear no more of pardon, of u [ 
ol faith, of the power and grace. of + Reformer h Ne 
Labem that belong to their peace are then fc 
hid from their eyes.? The. darkneſs is come upo! 
e them, and their feet have ſtumbled upon the 
mountains; and if they logk for light God hath tu 
nedgit. into daxknels and the ſhadoy of death, and 
74 made it e d. © „2% fol ttt Jo wah: 
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of n be told how extenſively, bo- 
| ſpeegily, and, unexpeRtedly Death extends its Hag 
Ho conſtantly the young as well as;the old j the ri 
aA poor, the lesruedland the ignorant are falling, a 
to it · Have you forgotten the number, that were ſwep 
ay from, this village th the IS, apd bas (all pu 
er tee 1 A He! k „td ah 1 
n 19245” * an 2 51194 v3 

nit Now if ee direftly align the aten wh 
1 Miniſters ſhoulg ſeek: the Salvation of —— 
yet, When their Salvation appears from other c 
tions to be a matter of the laſt importance, it * 
very ſubſtantial reaſon why they ſhould. be very impo 
nate in praying for it, and diligent in doing all they c 
to promote it: Elle: © while. they are buſied here 1 
there, men eſcape out of their hands, and they ha 
no — tp 1g ——— ee 
tereſts. 4 „e 2 42: þ x; „ Tenet at 1 ' 


e Arn e Warr CO #4 aft ane Berk 
.. Tha having (hae you fone af yhe many;in 

— make it chair! deoet's 

e 1 proceed, 


pr 


LACED , iti 8 
ra ad „ . 4 Kings xx. 40. "| Matt, l. 86, 


0 ”) 


II. Topoint out the provi et der Sinceriy hen | 


And here let. me .obſerve to you in the firſt place, 
That this will diſcover itſelf by their labouring to con- 
vince their hearers of the infinite Worth of their Souls, 
ind the unſpeakable importance of their Salvation, Until 
ven are made ſenſible of this, they will never be earneſtly 
engaged in ſeeking Salvation: nor can much regard be 

expcfted to be paid to the Goſpel which reveals it, All 
? the great truths relating to it will be empty ſounds to 
a them. This, therefore, muſt be firſt attempted. In or- 
bout der to this, the Solicins ccetaingd'| in thoſe very ſtriking 
$5 words of our Saviour, © What ſhall it profit a man if he 
gain the whole world, and loſe his ſoul 7 muſt be in- 
ſiſted upon and proved. The conſolation ſpringing from | 
pardon, and the terrors of a guilty conſcience ; the ſolem- 
ities of death and Judgment ; the joys of Heaven, and the 
horrors of Hell, together with the eternal duration of the * 
one and the other, muſt be laid clearly and conſtantly he. 
fore them, : 


74 2. They will eee 
vince them in particular, of their own loſt and undone 
condition, They will aſſure them in the name, and by 
the direction of the Great God of Heaven and Earth, 
* that they are all guilty before him that every imagj- 
nation of the thoughts of their hearts has 'been-only 
evil continually, — And that nothing they en poſſi- 
bly do or ſuffer can remove their guilt, or in any degree 
lellen it, They will likewiſe ſhew them how very unfit 
1 for communion with God here, or the enjoythent. 
him hereafter ; He being glorious in-holineſs and they | 
wholly overſpread with the leproſy of fin, They wilt 
C likewiſe - 


6 xvi 26. TGenviig © 


(616) 
likewiſe point out to them the dreadful danger they ar 
in ; the wrath they are every moment expoſed to; « 1 
'« wrath of God which is revealed from Heaven again 
* all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men Ns 10 
very ſuddenly this may come upon them; and how u 
terly impoſſible it is for them either to endure or eſcy 
| *, unleſs they are pardoned and ſaved by the grace 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, They will affure them that thi 
is the ſtate and condition not only of thoſe who a 
"openly profane, but of others, whoſe charafters are out 
wardly fair, and who are generally conſidered as ſobe 
moral people; of all the ſons and daughters of Adu 
without diſtinftion, and of themſelves in , particular 
Nor will they content themſelves with barely telli 
dem this ; but will labour to make them really ſenkb 
of it; to rouſe their conſciences ; and make them fc 
their miſery. Such plain dealings as theſe are not inc 
always reliſhed, but not only Scripture but an, | 
will convince us of the neceſſity of them. You recollet 
a very ſhocking accident that happened at a farm- houſe i 
this village a few years ago. Five or [ix vagrants, wi 


wete canyeyed by 2 paſs into the next county, 
lodged in a fmall houſe erefted for that_purpoſe, Int! 


night the houſe took fire, and the poor wretches wet 
confined in it. Suppoſe one of you had been paſſing b 
and had ſeen the building in flames, and been appfehes 
ive that the people were aſleep in it, What would y: 
have done? Would you not have endeavoured to awake 
them, and have cried out with all your might, Fire, Fire! B 
And would any body have blamed you for it ? Why, in 
verily, ſo muſt Miniſters do if they would fave ſouls, 
They ſee men ſurrounded by the flames of hell, and eve 


'M.. 


Rom. i, 18. 


14 19 ) 

moment in danger of being conſumed. by them; and yet 
reep in that dreadful ſituation, What muſt they do, if” 
they would fave them ? Undoubtedly they muſt do as 
ou would have done, if you had been in the ſituation 1 
ve been mentioning. Thoſe who are determined to fleep. 
on in their fins may blame them; but they will be enabled. 
hemſelves to ſay with ſome confidence, That their hearty 
lelire and prayer for them is, that they n be * 

ey will likewiſe prove their ſincerity, | 


* 3. By endeavouring to point out the deceit ful dates | 
| | o thole Hopes which ſinners are prone to entertain, : 
They well know that even thoſe who are convinced. | 

f their fins are too apt to look for deliverance from a 
nong quarter, and to build their hopes upon a falſe foun- | 
ation 3 and that if they ſhould reſt here, notwithſtand- 

ing the concern they feel, and the pains they take, they 

ill be inevitably undone. This, therefore, is what they 
bour all they can to prevent, Hence they will ſhew 
them the danger of truſting to an outward reformation, - 

r ſuperior knowledge, or warm devotion, or felf:righ- 
eouſneſs in whatever form, or any thing but the Lord 

eſus Chriſt, Thus they will purſue them from one re-' 

luge of lies to another, till they have driven Fn = 

only ſure Refuge. 


4. Their ſetting forth the Lord Jokus Chil as the 
only and the all-ſufficient Saviour of ſinners, and encou- 


aging the moſt guilty and unworthy to W 
vill be a further proof af-s. V+ 


They will point. out the dignity of, his. perlpt, md. 
be greatneſs of his love ; they will point out the gracious * 
id on which he came into our world, to ſave the very 


6 

chief of ſinners. They will ſhew his ability to fave to 
the uttermoſt, and how he has magnified the law of God, 
and made it honourable ; ſo that God is juſt, whilſt he i 
the Juſtifier of him that believeth in Jeſus. They will 
declare that Jeſus Chriſt is not only able to jultify, but to 
ſanctify; to preſerve them in life, to ſupport them in 
death, and to make them happy to all eternity: So that 
if they have but an intereſt in him, they will be completely 
ſafe and happy. They will likewiſe ſhew the freeneſs of 
his Salvation, manifeſted in the love he has ſhewn, and the 
pleaſure he takes in ſaving ſinners; the promiſes and in- 
vitations he has given in his Word, and the many ſingular 
inſtances of ſaving mercy there recorded. Thus they will 
give them ſufficient ground to conclude, that notwith- 
ſtanding all their great wickedneſs, there is full hope for 
them. And that though they have done evil as they 
could, yet they are encouraged to come to Chriſt ; and al- 
2 eren 
They will endeavour to ſtate the objections that convinced 
finners may make, and ſhew how groundleſs they are. 
They will perſuade and encourage them to come to Chriſt 
and caſt themſelves. at his feet, though they have long 
Ari his Goſpel, and refuled to hear hjs voice, 


They . from their own 1 experience how needful 
all this is. They recolle& how many difficulties ſtood in 
their own: way of coming to the Saviour; and are ap- 
prehenſiye that the ſame difficulties will lie in the way of 
others. And they know they are performing a very #c- 
ceptable ſervice to their great Maſter, in endeavouring to 
remove them ; 2s well as doing themſelves the honour and 
giving themſelves the pleaſure of imitating his example. 
overs tein aingapraadumndy 


e 
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n) * | 
,roof that they ſincerely wiſh, and pray for the Sali 
tion of thoſe with whom they are converſant, while they 
thus take pains to ſhe them the way to it, - 


5. Ther none vill ferent us Jong | 
they uſe upon theſe important ſubjętts. 


This will be ſuch as the pooreſt and moſ} ign 
ue able to underſtand. Should they {pea in Fs lan- 


uage as onl r in ch 
4a ind bad We 5 be under-: 


i 1 


ſtood by great ſcholars, ſhere would be too much reaſon 
to fear they aimed at their own or the zp- 


faules of the learned and polite, rather than the Salvation 
of their hearers : as they could not but know that the 
greater part of their hearers would reap no benefit from 
their diſcourſes, however 'important and intereſting they 
might appear to themſelves to be. But he who ET 
labours for ſouls wall, will, with, Paul, uſe great plainneſs of 
ſpeech, and determine not to know 97002 e 

Chriſt, and him crucified. 1 


6. If Miniſters really defire tab BO 
it will farther appear from the Pains they take, and the 
Difficulties they encounter in order io accompliſh it. 7 


If men let lip the moſt obvious opportunities, yea 
if they do not ſeek opportunities; if they take little pains, 
or are deterred from exertions by difficulties, it canot 
e oo 


rl 


opportunities of inſtruRing ; 72 e 
lervices on Lord's day, they den endevvor 0 influ 


C 3 1 them 


(2s) 
them on week days; if they do not add to their public 


preaching, private inſtruftious, as often as they can, they 
give little evidence that the Salvation of ſouls is what they 


chiefly ſeek, Yea, if they are prevented from theſe 
ſervices by the degrees of fatigue that may attend them 
or, through the fear of reproach and perſecution, proof; 
ol their fincerity are wanting, You know what pains 
people will take to get worldly property; what fatigue 
the miſer will undergo for gold, what hazards the ſoldier 
will run for victory, and all becauſe their hearts are en- 
gaged. Such pains undoubtedly will a Miniſter take; 
ſuch fatigue he will endure, and ſuch hazards he will run, 
if his heart is but as thoroughly engaged in ſeeking the 
Salvation of ſouls. Thus, like Timothy, he will endun 
hardneſs as a good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt.” And though 
he may, with Paul, be ready to ſay, In eyery city bond 
«© and afflictions abide me; * with the ſame Paul he wil 
ſubjoin, But none of theſe things move me, neithe 
„ count I my life dear to'myſelf, fo that I may finiſh ny 
n courſe with joy, and the Miniſtry 1 have received « 
« the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the Goſpel of the Graces 
„ Cod.“ t 


7. 6. in theſe things i is further requiſite 
manifeſt 1 of ſuch a Miniſter, 


He will mak only + warn men, but continue to 

- them ; not only tell them of their loſt ſtate by natut 
but repeat the ſolemn truth again and again, He will: 
merely for once hold up Chriſt as the only, the able, th 
willing Saviour ; but conſtantly « exhibit him as ſuch 
poor ſinners. He will not only preach the Goſpel in 
Place, but Labour to preach it ir in as may pended. 


9 As xx. 23. * Ads xx. 24. 


63 % 
be nie will not only for once endure” ee end rept | 
ey but conſtantly endure them. Like the labourer who is” 
ey vorn down with the labours of one day, reſts at night, 
eſe ind engages in the fame labours on the morrow. And 

n; Wl though he might have laboured with little or no ſucceſs, 

ofs Wl for « confiderable time, which is the greateſt diſcourage- 
ins ment a faithful Miniſter can meet with, yet will he not 
ues Wl give the matter up, but renew his attempts, ſtill travail. 
lier WY © ing in birth until Chriſt be formed in them.“ This, 
en- this is the Miniſter who has à right to ſay, „ Brethren, 
ke; A ů **ẽ;⁵ðö 


run, e muß A ne 
the . A. 


dun 8, He will ive under th Influence of the ca. 
ugh RY | « 

onds TT 

; wil Having been away nate by eee of 
ther 


God, he has ſeen the importance of his-own Salvetion. 
He has been taught the depravity of his nature, and the 
inſufficiency of his own righteouſneſs to juſtify him be- 
fore God, He has ſeen the ſuitableneſs of Chriſt as a 
Saviour, and believed ir him for Salvation himdelf,-He 
has ſeen the tranſcendant glory of the way of Salvation 
by Jeſus Chrift, and derived all his confolation-and joy 
from it, He has felt its fanctifying inſtuence, "arid has 
learned from his own experience, as well as exhibned-in 
his own life and converſation, that « the Grace of God 
that bringeth Salvation'apparing unto all men} teacheth 
" them, that denying untgedlinefs amd worldly Vaſts; they | 
* ſhould liye ſoberly, righteoully, and godly\in the pre- 
« ſent world.” This change ne "Of before he | 
commenced a Miniſter of the Gospel; and ſthee he tins 1 
entered into that ſacred employ, He has conftaritly made it 


ebe 


6 + 
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to watch over his own conduct, leſt he ſhould att incon- 


ſiſtently with the doarine be preaches. I could cafily 
exemplify what I have ſaid under this particular, in the 
experience and conduct of the Apoſtle Paul, whoſe words 
we have choſen for our text, would it not be treſpaſſing 
too long upon your patience : I will therefore only deſire 
you attentively to read over the account of his converſion, 
recorded in the ixth chapter of the Acts, and what he 
ſays of himſelf in the 1ſt chapter of his epiſtle to the G 


latians, and the iiid chapter of his epiſtle to the Philippians, 2 


That this is requiſite to prove a Miniſter's ſincerity in 
ſeeking your Salvation, is what you ſcarcely nend bg told, 
You cannot think that a man is in earneſt, when 
preaches to you, what he does not believe himſelf, Yc 
cannot imagine a man ſincerely cares ſor your Salvation if 
he has no concern for his own, How can he from hi 
heart warn you to fly from the wrath to come, if he ha 
never fled from it himſelf ? How can he be belieyed to he 
in earneſt in recommending 2 Saviour to you, whow | 


bas not recti ved himſelf ? How can he in truth urge thillficy { 
necofhity of your liying ſaberly, righicouſly, en nefit 
he does not live ſo himſelf? The important c tr 
— — — ans heay 
ſuppoſed to he greatly felt hy any one that is himſelf con 
ungadly man : and if they could, he would be quick who 


convinced that his own bad example would complete! 
a, the . of bis he. 1 bo ha 


This, theis hender vy ingo ust pjdence off 
cerity, in ſegkjng your falyption. The Miniſter muſt 
2 godly man hanſelf, mult exemplify in himſelf that foi 


ireſs 
For t] 


r | "7 ha 
ad holineſs, which"be profetes * to 1 at promering um” 
Vu, N 
I readily grant, Brethren, unt in what 1 have FR 
ud I have been teaching myſelf à very important leſſon ; 
t I can, through divine Grace, freely declare to you, 
hat it is a lefſon I have long been endeavouring to learn ʒ· 
nd, whatever apprehenſions you may juſtly entertain of 
me who ſuſtain the name of Miniſters, yet I doubt not 
there are great numbers who can make 2 ſimilar decla- 
tion, In this, however, we do not boaſt of ourſelves y” 
t readily acknowledge, It i is by the Grace of God \ we 
ty inſſ ne what we are,” I 


[4 


But I muſt now proceed, in the 


111d, — fine tiles wer Diyat a 
ch Miniſters — — thine" — pioying 
accompliſhed, | Mee 
This cannot be a matter of iridifference to them. When! 
cy {ce no ground to conclude that men reap any ſuving 
Neft from their labours, they feel a pain proportioned to 
ſtrength of their defires, and like Paul, have great 
heavineſs-and continual ſorrow in their hearts, and 
compelled to exclaim in the language of the Prophet, 
vho hath believed our report?” 4+ —But when they 
reaſon to hope for the contrary; they Tejoire-as thole | 
30 have found great ſpoil, and are comforted in all their 
= and | recompenſed for all their prayers and 
rs. Viewing the bleſſed fruits di their Miniſtry, they 
mul 5 them in the joyful accents: of the fame Apoſtle, 
Hul for this cauſe alſo thank we Gd without lng. be- 
| % cauſe 
3 Rom, is. 2 * 1ſaiah lidi.. a. 


TR ( 26). 

«" cauſe when ye received the word of God which ye heard 
of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is 
in truth the word of God, which alſo effectually work. 
eth in you that believe, For what is our hope, or joy, 
or crown of rejoicing ? Are not even ye in the preſence 
* of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt at his coming ?” But 

when may they be ſaid to have this ſatisfaQtion ? 


To this I muſt reply in the general, when they have 
reaſon to conclude that their hearers are truly converted, 
and from the heart believe and obey the Goſpel, And this 
includes in it a conviftion of the great importance of 
their Salvation; a ſenſe of their ſinful, fallen, helpleſs. 
ſtate and condition; and of the juſtneſs of God's leaving 
them in that ſtate, and puniſhing them for their fins; 
Alſo giving up of all hopes of pardon and life from any 
thing they can door ſuffer, and depending upon the mercy 
of God, and the merits of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt alone, 
It alſo includes a receiving Chriſt Jeſus, as their Saviour to 
deliver them, and as their King to govern them; © as their 
« wiſdom, righteouſneſs, fanAikcuion and redemption;” 
Looking for peace and comfort from his preſence, and the 
manifeſtations of his power and grace, and eſteeming it 
their honour. to love and obey, and copy after him. If 
they be truly converted they will © yield themſelves: to 
* God, as thoſe who are alive from the dead ; being made 
© free from ſin, and become the ſervants of righteouſnels, 
% they have their fruit unto holineſs, and the end ever. 


* laſting life.” ? 
This 1s the Scripture account of converſion to God, 


and of the nature and effects of that faith in our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, which is accompanied with Salvation, Such 
an 


s 1 The. ii. 15. 19. 6 1 Cor. i. 0 7 Rom, vie1$ 3% 
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in account us this the Apoſtle gives of himſelf in the gd 
chapter to the Phillipians, where after ſpeaking of his at- 
tainments and zeal in the Jewiſh Religion, he ſays, But 
« whatſoever things were gain to me, thoſe I counted loſs 
for Chriſt; yea doubtleſs, and I count all things but loſs 
for the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my 
« Lord : for whom I have ſuffered the loſs of all thing! 
« and do count them but dung that I may win cw. 
and be found in Him; not having mine on righteouſ- 
© neſs, Which is of the law, but that which is of the faith - 
© of Chriſt, even the righteouſneſs which is of God by * 
„faith.“ ® And it was on account of the want of this,” 
which was fo viſible in the Jewiſh Nation, that he entef- 
taned ſuch painful apprehenſions concerning them, 
Hence he ſays, © I bear them record that they have a zeal 
ny of God, but not according to knowledge, For they 
* being ignorant of God's righteouſneſs, and going about 
to eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs, have not ſubmitted 
* themſelves unto the righteouſneſs of God 7 » 
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It will be readily granted that as this work conſiſts, 
in a great meaſure, in ſecret exerciſes of the heart, and 
s Miniſters are unable to ſearth' the” heart, they cannot 
pronounce infallibly concerning it in particularl inſtan- 
ces, but muſt content themſelves with that kind of evi- 
dence that renders its exiſtence probable. And this evi- 
dence in paxt ariſes from the account which ſuch perſons 
zive of thetnſelves,” and the effects of the word upon their 
bearts, But, in addition to ſuch an account, the follow- 
ing things are requiſite to eſtabliſh this hope, and indeed 
"render the account itſelf, which they give, worthy of _Þ 
credit, 3 * 3 Yo 
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1. Their forſaking their former finful courſes. 
Little hope can be entertained of the Salvation of any, 
whatever knowledge he may have, whatever profeſſion WW - 
he may make, or however conſtantly he may attend the 1 
means of grace, while he continues in the love and prac. 
tice of fin, Whatever hopes he may cheriſh, he will be 
diſappointed ; and he ought not to be offended if a Mini. 
ter addreſs him in the language of Peter to Simon Magus 
I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterneſs, and in 
/ & the bond of iniquity ; for thine heart is not right inthe 
* ſight of God.“ But when in addition to the fore 
mentioned profeſſion, a perſon appears determined to break 
off his former ſinful cuſtoms, forſakes his old ſinful con- 
panions, and keeps out of the way of temptations ; when 
he ex preſſes an hearty abhoxrence of his fortner wicked- 
neſs—watches carefully againſt it, and earneſtly prays to 
be kept from it, and thus practically ſays, ( What have! 
© to do any more with idols ? * So far there is reaſon to 
hope that ſuch a one isa brand plucked out of the fire.“ 
and that a Miniſter's wiſhes and prayers are accompliſhed, 
So Paulentertained that hope of the Theſſalonians, bec. 
it was viſible, © that they turned to God from idols, 

4 ſerve the living and true God,” + 


2. Delight in attending the means of Grace. 
reading their bibles, and other good books in praying u 
God in ſecret, or in company with their fellow Chriſtians 
—in hearing the Word preached ;—and in Chriſtian cc 
verſation. Theſe are the means which God has appointt 
for carrying on his good work in the hearts of the cot 
verted ; for manifeſting the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to them 
| for reproving, encouraging, comforting them; and whe 


| \ Adds viii, 23- 2 Hoſea xiv, 8, N Zec. iii. 8. 
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tw 9 
Fas dere is # ell work of bes kahn le c thaw: 
m, ot courſe be a great delight in them, and deſire after then. 
Lows They will be like food to the hungry and refreſhment to 
the the faint, And unleſs this delight be made manifeſt, the 
pric-W converſion of perſons is juſtly queſtionable : and this de- 
ll be light cannot be made manifeſt, but by their conſtant at- 
ini tendance upon them, if it be in their power z by theis 
Surg tzking pains and enduring fatigue, to attend them: and 
by attending them, though they may meet with oppo- 
tion and reproach on that account. Oh could we but 
dar be many of this deſcription! In them our warmeſt wiſhes 
ral BY could ſeem accompliſhed ! 5 ber: forges | 


co. to obſerve that, | | INE 

yhen ' | 8 3 Te F: „ e 48 
* 3. Perſeveran ce is another requilite,. . 
ys to | e E. 7 9 
at Some there are who for a time appear much concerned 


- about their ſouls, make fair profeſſions of What they have 
© Wh experienced, forſake their ſinful practices, and ſeem to 
nale much pleaſure in religious exerciſes ; yea and appear 
very zealous and forward in all this: but alas) foon 
their fervour begins to abate ; they gradually fink into 
indifference, forſake ſecret prayer, grow lels' conſtant in 
their attendance upon the preaching of the Goſpel, and 
willingly yield to excuſes for abſenting themlelves, After 
i while they begin to tamper with ſeemingly little fins x 
and if they do not at length throw off the very form of 
zodlineſs, they will retain little or nothing more than the 
form, Such lamentable inſtances of drawing beck almoſt 
every where occur ; and then whatever hopes m right have 
been entertained of them in thein butter det yet now 
theſe hopes muſt be given up. So the Apoſtle paul, not · 
withſtanding the zeal the Galatians once diſcovered, was 
nnn 4 That he 
. „ * ood 


* 
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« good in doubt, of them,” 5 But when thoſe, who pro. 
fels to embrace the Goſpel ; who ſorſake their fins, and 
diſcover a warm attachment to the inſtitutions of Religion, 
hold on in ſuch a-courſe, notwithſtanding the temptations 
with which they are ſurrounded, and the ſelf - denial to 
which they are expoſed, our hope of them is ſtedſaſt. 
So the Apoſtle Paul's joyful proſpects reſpeRing the Thel- 
| falonians, already mentioned, ſprang from the report 
which Timothy brought him of their ſtedfaſtneſs, Fo 
& this cauſe when I could no longer forbear, I ſent to 
& know your faith, leſt by Tome means the Tempter har 
be tempted you, and our labour be in vain, But nov 
& when Timothy came from you unto us, and brought 
& us good tidings of your faith and charity; and that ye 
& have good remembrance of us, deſiring greatly to ſer 
« us, as we alſo to ſee you: Therefore, Brethren, we 
4 were comforted over you in all our affliftion and dil 
« treſs by your faith: for now we live, if ye ſtand faſt 
* in the Lord,” s ; p 


But, having drawn out this ſubje& to ſo great 1 
length, 1 muſt now conclude with a brief improvement, 
From what has been ſaid then, you may, 


. Learn who thoſe Miniſters are u hom you ough 
to hear, 


I is of great importance for you to determine this 
The profit of your own ſouls is here greatly concerned. 
| © FF the blind lead the blind,” you know what will be 
| the conſequence, both will fall into the ditch,” 7 Aud 


if on the other hand, you rejef the doctrine, ud opp” 


5 Gul. ir. 20. 0 „met il. 4-8, Matt. xv, 16 


6) ä 
he efforts of thoſe who are the true Miniſters of Jeſus 
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He that rejeReth you rejetteth me.” On this aceount, 
therefore, you ought to labour to diſtinguiſh who ſuch 
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aved ; and who give ſuch proofs of their ſincerity as we 
hve been mentioning, It fignifies little, compantavely, 
whether he be a Church Miniſter, or a Preſbyterian, oran 
have WY independent, or a Baptiſt, or a Methodiſt, (though. in 
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it to 


no theſe things you will do well to follow that detiomina- *© 7 


tion which you think comes neareſt to the ſtandard ſet 
you in the New Teſtament.) But is he one who fecks 
your Salvation? and who uſes right methods to accom- 
pliſh it ? This is the queſtion. If he only preach to get 
i livelihood, or to gain applauſe ; if inſtead of telling you 
of your fig and miſery, and dire&ing you to Jeſus Chriſt 
u the only Saviour, he flatter you with a hope that you 
ae already fafe, or that you only need to live ſober and 
decent lives, in order to obtain Salvation; if inftcad of 
addreſſing you with plainneſs and faithfulneſs, he ſpeak 
a language you cannot underſtand ; if inſtead of labour- 
ing as much, and preaching as often as he can, he preach 
to you hut once on 2 Lord's day, and diſpatch that huſi- 


on. 


he be not a godly man himſelf, an example of Faith, of 


preaches ; but, on the contrary, a covetous man, a drunk- 
ud, a ſwearer, or a debauchee : if, I ſay, he be a perſon of 
ſuch n deſcription, you ought to ſhun him * as) a wolf in 
TR TIES 


FEE SEE 


Luke x.'16. * IMatt, vidi, 4% 


Chriſt, you oppoſe Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, who hath hid, 


Miniſters are, Now, the ſubje& we have been inſiſting * 
upon will enable you to determine. They are thoſe Mi- 
niſters whoſe deſire and prayer it is that you might de 


neſs in as ſhort a ſpace of time as poſſible ; if, in a word, | 


Patience, of Charity, of the influence of the doftrine*he | 
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he may, But if he ſincerely aim to ſave your ſouls ; if hy 

| ſeek not yours, but you; if he preach not himſelf, but 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord; and if he travail in birth ti 

Chriſt be formed in you; he is juſtly entitled to you 
| eſteem and attention, under whatever name he * 80 
or whatever talents he may . a 


2. Vou 00 learn the regards you owe to ſuc! 

2 Miniſter. If he come to you, and labour for you, with 
| a view to your ſoul's everlaſting welfare, certainly you 
ought not to uſe him ill. If he take pains, and underge 
great fatigue to come and preach the Goſpel of Salvation 
to you, you ought not to think it be GIO 
come and hear him, If he endure reproach and 7 
-cution in coming to labour for you, as 1s ſometimes th : 
_ "eaſe, you ſhould not be kept from attending on his! 
niſtry chrough fear of reproach. He makes a 
ſacriſice than you; and remember it is not his, but you 
advantage that he ſeeks, And though he may often de 
very plainly with you, in telling you of your ſinfulneſs, 
and ſetting before you the awful eſtate you are in; it 
dieſcribing to you the terrors of the great Judgment diy, 
and the miſeries of the damned in Hell, and in urging 
you to fly. from the wrath to come; you certainly ſhould 
not be diſpleaſed with him, or think he hates you. 
does not delight in ſaying theſe awful things himſelf; 
| but fays them becauſe he is convinced they are neceſl 
| - toawaken you to a ſenſe of your danger, and to previl 
upon you to eſcape that place of torment, You are not 
angry with a Surgeon becauſe he may give you great. pai 
| in ſetting a broken limb, when you are convinced he doe 
it with a view to the preſervation of your life, | When 
| the true Miniſters of Chriſt mget.. with unkind and 
cruel treatment, they are pained to think that they have 
| a | a right 


62 4 
tight to tonſole themſelves in n Enoch 
old, who propheſted, ** Behold, the Lord cometh win 
ten thouſand: of his "ſaints to execute judgment upon. | 
all, and to convince all of all their hard ſpeeches wHich 
go * ungodly finners” have ſpoken againſt him.“ | And 
would rather” ſay; with, their great "Maſter," Father 
* forgive(them, for they hae hot what Guy. do 5 
po 1 io oni | gie 0 nh is 
1 11 4 5 bes 12 wt ausn 
3. Yoruba dad das elaine md un, how 
1 prey: for your ow SA 
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This was one-principal adied 4 had in view io add 
xg ſo long on that branch of our ſubjeft. 1, preſume you 
il: convinced from what was there advanced, chaß Minaſe, 
ers ought to be very earneſt, in ſeeking the Salvation, oh 
lieir Hearers, You are convinced they would gt ver. 
nconſiſtently and cryelly, were they not to de it., But, 
# ſo, ought, not you to be in earneſt in ſeeking your 
wn Salvation ? Will you not be chargeable with the, 
peateſt poſſible folly and cruelty | to yourſelves, not to, 
kek your own, Salvation ? And here ſuffer we jall to re- re- 
peat the particulars already enlarged upon, and ſhew how 
bireftly they apply to you. Shall Miniſters long and 
pray for your Salvation on account of the great bleſſed- 

neſs you will enjoy if you are ſaved ; and is this bleſſed.” | 
reſs nothing to yo Have the pardon of your fins, * 
peace of your cou ſciences, the joys of Heaven, lautfls or 
victory, and \erowns of glory, no charms with you? 
Will you be content to ſee Abraham, and Lac, and | 
Jacob, in the kingdom of their Father, and you .your-: 
lives ſhut out ? Shall m ”"_ and pray for your 
Salvation 
ie, ver, 14, 1 2 Luke xxiii. 34- | 


if he 
but 
you 
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| Inevitably endure; and is this cqnſideration nothing to 
you ? Are the terrors of conſcience a trifle ? 1s the 
wrath of the great God that made the univerſe not worth 
dreading? Is Hell with all its horrors, the lake that 
burns with fire and brimſtone, where the worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched ; where they have no 
. reſt day nor night, but the ſmoke of their torment af. 
cendeth for ever and ever; is Hell, I fay, a tolenble 
Place ? Are they pained that the Goſpel and all its pri- 
vileges ſhould only ſerve to render your fins and miſery 
the more aggravated ; render your ſtate at the Day of 
Judgment worſe than that of Sodom ; and is this a light 
thing to you? Will not the puniſhment of Sodom be 
ſufficiently dreadful ? Will you run the hazard of en · 
during « puniſhment more dreadful ? Has-the Glory of 
Chriſt in your Salvation a material influence'upon them; 
and That} it bare none upon you Has be ſuffered ſo 
little already that you are determined, if poſſible, to cru- 
cify him again, and tear open his wounds afreſh ? In fine, 
Do they tremble at the thought that you are faſt haſtening 
to the dreadful precipice of Death, from whence, if you 
miſs of Salvation, you will inſtantaneouſly be plunged 
into eternal ruin, and ſhall you be quite eaſy in ſuch 3 
rapid courſe ? The things that belong to your peace are 
ſwiftly receding from your view, and will you bg un- 


concerned whether you know them ere your day draw to 


a cloſe, and they be for ever hid from your eyes? Be- 
| « hold, now 1s the accepted time behold, now is the 
day of Salvation!“ 2 | 


May 
? 2 Cor. vi. 1. 


35 [3 | 


nile May the God of all Grace grant that theſe dear ln, 
% oral ſouls may for the future make it their hearts defire * 
the BY od prayer to God that they may be faved, and ſpeedily 
th 4 | 
dat BN (vercd ! ,. 
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